




6. PROGRESS REPORT*

REGISTERED 
VICTIMS

16.4% 
of TOTAL 

population

49.61%

49.62%

BY GENDER OR 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION

0.02%

0.75%

BY AGE 
GROUP

TOP 5 VICTIMS 
LOCATIONS
ANTIOQUIA                  19.5%
BOLíVAR             7.4 %
Magdalena  5.9 % 
Nariño       5.2 %
Cesar         5.1 %

TOP victimizing acts:
8,892,365
displacement                      80.0 %
HOMICIDE                                 11.5 %
THREATS                                     3.3 %
DisapPEarance                      1.9 %
Real estate loss                   1.2 %

7,860,395
0-17             30.5 %
18-28           20.6%
29-60           32.7 %
61-100           7.6 %
NO INFO          8.6 %
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january 19, 2016: goc and farc negotiators request mission in joint communiqué 65

In addition to the tripartite mission,

To ensure peace will include:

wHAT WILL IT BE? 

when will it start? 

tripartite verification mission
GUARANTEEING PEACE

12 month United Nations political mission with observers 
from the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), and the possibility of a later extension 

Monitor & verify a future agreement on a 
bilateral and definitive ceasefire 

and cessation of hostilities 
and the laying down of arms.

Sources:  (1) UN Resolution 2261 (2016), http://bit.ly/1UH6Xke; (2) UN DPA Special Political Missions, http://bit.ly/1PZFJr8; (3) United Nations Political and Peacebuilding Missions Factsheet, http://bit.ly/1RYE9G8; (4) Past UN Political Missions, http://bit.ly/1PoM0Hj; 
(5) United Nations Political Missions, Report to the secretary General, http://bit.ly/1nKRLs6; (6) ONU acepta enviar misión de verificación de paz a Colombia, http://bbc.in/1nnFgSE. 
  

Data from the National Information Network (RNI), Victims Unit, throguh Feb. 1, 2016.   

Protection and Survival  Strategy for 
FARC ex-combatants.

Guarantees for unarmed Colombians 
that weapons will not be mixed 

with ballots. 

two-way guarantees

On January 25, the Security Council 
approved the mission through Resolution 
2261 (2016).

- Over time, field-based political missions have increased in complexity of mandate, mission size, 
and number (in  1993 there were 3 and there are currently 10)
- Average duration = slightly less than 6 years
- The mission in Colombia will be a field-based political mission

3 
types: 

High-level special envoys 
Sanctions monitoring teams, panels, and groups 
Field-based special political missions

wHAT WILL IT NOT BE? 

It will not be a mission to verify transitional 
justice points. This is the responsibilty of 
the Special Jurisdiction for Peace and the 
commissioners who are eventually 
selected.

UN 

Areas of concentration

1989-2003

It will not be armed, but rather made up 
of unarmed observers.

UNMIN monitored 
the disarmament of 
Maoist rebels (CPN) 
and preparations 
for elections. 248 
people (with 72 
d i s a r m a m e n t 
monitors).

ONUSAL peacekeeping mission verified 
the implementation of the ceasefire 
between the Gov’t and the Farabundo 
Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN) 
and elections. 368 military observers, 
315 civilian police, and then 900 
electoral observers were deployed. 
Then MINUSAL, a small group of 
civilians, provided support and verified 
additional points. 

MINUGUA, initially a three month mission 
later extended until December 2004,  
verified the ceasefire between the GoG and 
the Guatemalan National Revolucionary 
Unity (UNRG), cessation of hostilities, 
separation and concentration of forces, and 
disarmament. Deployed 132 military 
observers and 13 medical personnel.

UNAVEM I to III: first, a tripartite mission (GoA, 
Gov’t of Cuba, and the UN) to verify the 
withdrawl of Cuban troops and Namibian 
independence. Then, verifying disarmament with 
350 unarmed military observers, 90 unarmed 
police observers, 100 electoral observers, 
whose numbers later grew to overview 
ceasefire with UNITA. Later, UNOA and UNMA, 
political missions to consolidate peace. 

what are 
united nations

political missions? 

1.
2.

3.

Angola

Aim to prevent and resolve conflict, and help Member States and parties to conflict to build sustainable peace.
Civilian missions deployed for a limited duration with diverse roles pursuant to mandate (verification, electoral monitoring, etc.).
Promote national ownership at all stages of mandate implementation.

GoC and FARC negotiators will decide on locations, UN as 
verifying party has a voice. It has been said that the UN 

will work in 8 locations (to be confirmed shortly) to 
coordinate verification throughout the country.

Neutral and autonomous referee, 
source of legitimacy, sign of 

negotiators’ commitment.

Nepal
2007-11

UN 

GoC FARC

UN 
GoESEl Salvador

1991 -1996FLMN

Relevant past cases with political components - 4

Current field-based political missions - 10
Other current political missions (envoys, sanctions panels, etc.) - 15

UN 
GoN
CPN

International component
of a Tripartite mechanism

It will arrive in Colombia as early as February 
and officially start within 30 days of peace 
accords being signed.   

united nations experienceshighlighted

1997
Guatemala

UN 
GoG
UNRG
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8. institutional advances
Victims Unit
COMMEMORATION OF LA CHINITA MASSACRE 
On January 1994, FARC killed 35 people in the workers’ neighborhood of La Chinita in 
Apartadó (Urabá). On the 22nd anniversary of the massacre, the Victims Unit held an 
event honoring victims with over 300 relatives of victims and community members. During 
the event, Victims Unit director Paula Gaviria expressed her admiration for the community, 
the “first urban collective reparation process in the country.”(22)   

9. Further reading 

REGIONAL VICTIMS ATTENTION CENTER OPENS IN SOACHA
Soacha is a municipality on the edge of Bogotá that has been significantly affected by the armed conflict, perhaps most notably 
known for the ‘false positives’ scandal in 2008. To comply with the Victims Law and repair victims, a Regional Attention Center will 
officially open in early February. To construct the center, where multiple institutions will provide services to victims, the Victims Unit 
spent about $650,000, in addition to $650,000 from the Mayor’s Office, the Governor’s Office, NGOs, and international coopera-
tion.(20) According to the Victims Unit there are 42,874 registered victims in the municipality of about 500,000 who will benefit.(21)

7. In the spotlight

During 2015, 5,800 demobilized ex-combatants from the United Self-Defense Forces of 
Colombia (AUC) shared their experiences as part of their contribution to truth and historical 
memory. These narratives are used by the CNMH to understand the humanitarian crisis 
produced by the conflict, as part of the “Agreement of Contribution to Truth,” a non-judicial 
mechanism established by Law 1424/2010. In 2016, the CNMH will present the first reports 
with these findings.(25)  

IN 2015, CNMH COLLECTS 5,800 TESTIMONIES FROM DEMOBILIZED EX-COMBATANTS
National Center for Historical Memory (CNMH)

THE BIGGEST CONVERSATION IN THE WORLD
Online platform for citizens around the country and the world to participate and discuss peace, the post conflict, and other topics.(30) 
 

10 DOCUMENTARIES TO UNDERSTAND THE COLOMBIAN CONFLICT 
The intricacies of over 50 years of internal armed conflict in Colombia are not always easy to unravel. This website presents ten docu-
mentaries that prime outside audiences, including “There was No Time for Sadness” (No hubo tiempo para la tristeza) and “The 
Faces of Memory” (Rostros de la memoria) produced by the CNMH with USAID and IOM support.(29)

FACT SHEET: PEACE COLOMBIA -- A NEW ERA OF PARTNERSHIP
This document from the White House provides concise and timely information on the impacts of Plan Colombia, the new Peace 
Colombia, and other aspects of support between the U.S. and Colombia coming down the pike.(26)  
ARMED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
Op-ed by Diego Sayan García, Judge at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on the meaning of the recently agreed-upon 
U.N. verification mission.(27) 
LESSONS FOR SYRIA FROM COLOMBIA: IMPORTANCE OF VICTIMS’ PARTICIPATION
As Virginia Bouvier of the United States Institute for Peace states in this Christian Science Monitor article: “There is no other peace 
process in the world where victims have occupied such a central role. The model is innovative...in its focus on repairing the 
damages inflicted on individuals and communities through a process of dialogue and healing.”(28)

15. “ELN ataca Brigada 18 del...,” Semana, Feb. 8, 2016, http://bit.ly/1KBndDa.
16. “’Al ELN se le está...,”: Frank Pearl,” Semana, Feb. 2, 2016, http://bit.ly/1SVWBPG.  
17. “La ONU cifra en 166.000 las...,” El Mundo, Feb. 3, 2016,  http://bit.ly/1T8x4mp. 
18. “El primer victimario que le...,” Semana, Feb. 2, 2016, http://bit.ly/20mIu5o.
19. Twitter, Jineth Bedoya Lima, Accessed Feb. 9, 2016, http://bit.ly/1V3tRmc. 

   

In a letter, community members 
expressed their forgiveness of 
FARC and asked for their pres-
ence during the commemora-
tions.(23) FARC thanked the com-
munity and invited its members 
to visit Havana, but were not 
present at the event.(24)

16,094 ex-combatants are part of 
the non-judicial mechanism.   
“Agreement of Contribution to 
Truth.” 

Aim to prevent and resolve conflict, and help Member States and parties to conflict to build sustainable peace.
Civilian missions deployed for a limited duration with diverse roles pursuant to mandate (verification, electoral monitoring, etc.).

20. "Unidad para las Víctimas presentó nuevo...," Victims Unit, Feb. 8, 2016, http://bit.ly/1Wev9uK.
21. National Information Network, Victims Unit, Jan. 2015, http://rni.unidadvictimas.gov.co/.
22. “La Chinita recordó a sus víctimas”, Victims Unit, Jan. 24, 2016, http://bit.ly/1QRbY8P. 
23. “La carta de las víctimas de La Chinita a las Farc,” Pacifista, Jan. 5 , 2016, http://bit.ly/1JxKJ3f. 
24. “Farc no asiste a conmemoración por...,” Hora 13 Noticias, Jan. 28, 2016, http://bit.ly/1PKI6fr.  
25. “5.800 relatos de personas desmovilizadas,” CNMH, Feb. 5, 2016,  http://bit.ly/1SxD60r.  

26. “Fact Sheet: Peace Colombia...” The White House, Feb. 4, 2016, http://1.usa.gov/1T28Wlo. 
27. García-Sayan, Diego. “Armándose...,” El Pais, Jan. 28, 2016, http://bit.ly/1Vv6YYE. 
28. “Lessons for Syria from Colombia,” Christian Science Monitor, Feb. 4, 2016, http://bit.ly/20dHikS. 
29. “10 documentales para entender el conflict...,” Jan. 23, 2016, http://bit.ly/1ZZQyhH.
30. “La conversacion más grande del mundo,” http://bit.ly/1R0Wa6k. 


