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On January 25, the Security Council
approved the mission through Resolution
— 2261 (2016).

It will arrive in Colombia as early as February
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and officially start within 30 days of peace
accords being signed.

1. High-level special envoys
3
types:

2. Sanctions monitoring teams, panels, and groups
3. Field-based special political missions- - »
* Data from the National Information Network (RNI), Victims Unit, throguh Feb. 1, 2016.

Sources: (1) UN Resolution 2261 (2016), http://bit.ly/1UH6XRe; (2) UN DPA Special Political Missions, http://bit.ly/1PZFr8; (3) United Nations Political and Peacebuilding Missions Factsheet, http://bit.ly/LRYEQGS; (4) Past UN Political Missions, http://bit.ly/1PoMoj;
(5) United Nations Political Missions, Report to the secretary General, http://bit.ly/1nKRLs6; (6) ONU acepta enviar misidn de verificacion de paz a Colombia, http://bbc.in/1nnFgSE.
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, \WH][W AR « Aim to prevent and resolve conflict, and help Member States and parties to conflict to build sustainable peace.
UNITED NATIONS * Civilian missions deployed for a limited duration with diverse roles pursuant to mandate (verification, electoral monitoring, etc.).

- Over time, field-based political missions have increased in complexity of mandate, mission size,
and number (in 1993 there were 3 and there are currently 10)

- Average duration = slightly less than 6 years

- The mission in Colombia will be a field-based political mission
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7. IN THE SPOTLIGHT

REGIONAL VICTIMS ATTENTION CENTER OPENS IN SOACHA

Soacha is a municipality on the edge of Bogota that has been significantly affected by the armed conflict, perhaps most notably
known for the ‘false positives’ scandal in 2008. To comply with the Victims Law and repair victims, a Regional Attention Center will
officially open in early February. To construct the center, where multiple institutions will provide services to victims, the Victims Unit
spent about $650,000, in addition to $650,000 from the Mayor’s Office, the Governor’s Office, NGOs, and international coopera-
tion.20) According to the Victims Unit there are 42,874 registered victims in the municipality of about 500,000 who will benefit. 21

8. INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCES

Victims Unit ]

COMMEMORATION OF LA CHINITA MASSACRE In a letter, community members
On January 1994, FARC killed 35 people in the workers’ neighborhood of La Chinita in | exPressed their forgiveness of
Apartadd (Uraba). On the 22nd anniversary of the massacre, the Victims Unit held an | FARC and asked for their pres-
event honoring victims with over 300 relatives of victims and community members. During | €nce during the commemora-
the event, Victims Unit director Paula Gaviria expressed her admiration for the community, | tions-zs FARC thanked the com-

the “first urban collective reparation process in the country.”z2) muni_ty and invited its members
to visit Havana, but were not

National Center for Historical Memory (CNMH) present at the event..)
IN 2015, CNMH COLLECTS 5,800 TESTIMONIES FROM DEMOBILIZED EX-COMBATANTS
During 2015, 5,800 demobilized ex-combatants from the United Self-Defense Forces of
Colombia (AUC) shared their experiences as part of their contribution to truth and historical
memory. These narratives are used by the CNMH to understand the humanitarian crisis
produced by the conflict, as part of the “Agreement of Contribution to Truth,” a non-judicial
mechanism established by Law 1424/2010. In 2016, the CNMH will present the first reports
with these findings. s

9. FURTHER READING

FACT SHEET: PEACE COLOMBIA -- A NEW ERA OF PARTNERSHIP
This document from the White House provides concise and timely information on the impacts of Plan Colombia, the new Peace
Colombia, and other aspects of support between the U.S. and Colombia coming down the pike. s

ARMED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

Op-ed by Diego Sayan Garcia, Judge at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on the meaning of the recently agreed-upon
U.N. verification mission. )

LESSONS FOR SYRIA FROM COLOMBIA: IMPORTANCE OF VICTIMS’ PARTICIPATION

As Virginia Bouvier of the United States Institute for Peace states in this Christian Science Monitor article: “There is no other peace
process in the world where victims have occupied such a central role. The model is innovative...in its focus on repairing the
damages inflicted on individuals and communities through a process of dialogue and healing.”s)

10 DOCUMENTARIES TO UNDERSTAND THE COLOMBIAN CONFLICT

The intricacies of over 50 years of internal armed conflict in Colombia are not always easy to unravel. This website presents ten docu-
mentaries that prime outside audiences, including “There was No Time for Sadness” (No hubo tiempo para la tristeza) and “The
Faces of Memory” (Rostros de la memoria) produced by the CNMH with USAID and IOM support. )

THE BIGGEST CONVERSATION IN THE WORLD

Online platform for citizens around the country and the world to participate and discuss peace, the post conflict, and other topics. o)

16,094 ex-combatants are part of
the non-judicial mechanism.
“Agreement of Contribution to
Truth.”

20. "Unidad para las Victimas presenté nuevo...," Victims Unit, Feb. 8, 2016, http://bit.ly/1Wev9uK.  26. “Fact Sheet: Peace Colombia...” The White House, Feb. 4, 2016, http://1.usa.gov/1T28Wlo.

21. National Information Network, Victims Unit, Jan. 2015, http://rni.unidadvictimas.gov.co/. 27. Garcia-Sayan, Diego. “Armandose...,” El Pais, Jan. 28, 2016, http://bit.ly/1Vv6YYE.
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23. “La carta de las victimas de La Chinita a las Farc,” Pacifista, Jan. 5, 2016, http://bit.ly/1JxKJ3f.  29. “10 documentales para entender el conflict...,” Jan. 23, 2016, http://bit.ly/1ZZQyhH.
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